
Discovering Your U.S. Ancestors 

Whether your family has been in the U.S. for two generations or two hundred 

years, this series helps you explore your U.S. roots in lively, one-hour segments 

targeted to the advanced beginner and intermediate genealogist. 

• Which Way Did They Go?! A humorous song introduces this panoramic 

look at U.S. migration history and how to track our on-the-move ancestors. 

You’ll see what kinds of records mention old and new residences, a unique 

transportation timeline for U.S. history, where to learn about migration 

routes and how to correlate findings from several sources into a narrative 

about an ancestor’s life. 

• What’s So Special about Special Censuses? Learn to find and use fantastic 

“extras” from US censuses (1840-1910), many of which are now online: the 

Veterans, Mortality, Slave, Agriculture, Manufacturer and Social Statistics 

Schedules. These often reveal details about ancestors’ vital events, work, 

health, military service and communities, in the process pointing to 

additional records. 

• Why We Care Where Grandma Went to Church: An In-Depth Look at 

U.S. Religious Records. Church records can reveal US ancestors’ vital 

events, family relationships and prior/subsequent residences (including 

overseas birthplaces!). From the author of the forthcoming How to Find 

Your Family History in U.S. Church Records, learn what church records 

look like, how to identify an ancestral church and locate and access its 

records. 

• Urban Genealogy. Many of our U.S. relatives lived in cities—big and 

small—which may offer unique genealogy research resources. Learn tips 

from the author of several of Family Tree Magazine’s City Guides for 

finding ancestors in city directories, urban and suburban maps, voting 

records, local histories and other rich local records. 

 


